ee, 5 R. SOLUTION: 
1 She wing his 


REASONS 


Why he vill not be a | 


PLA PIS T. 


DIGESTED | 


In ſo plain a Method of Queſtion 
and An ſerver, that an ordinary Capacity may 
be able to defend the Por ESTA N Religion 
againſt the moſt — and * 7 ſuit, 
or P oi 72 * i rieſt. | * 
To which are added, | 
even Conſiderations neceſlary to be believed 
and practiſed in order to Everlaſting Hap- 74 
pineſs. e | 4 


— . . ro render a Ring 75 * Hope . 
i in you. e ß. 
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Proveflant's s Wach, & 6. 


8 , OW many Religions are there in the 
H 0 World ?. 
Peas DAvforr. Pungipally Foun. / 
"Qu. Which are they? 
Pagan, N 


„) Jewiſh, 8 
Au. Mahometan, p5== 
Chriſtian. 8 
Q. OF avhich of theſe ene, are you 
A. Of the Chriſtian Religion. 
| . How many Parties lay Claim to the br. 
ſtian Religion? * 
A. Two principally. | 
Q Which be = and how are they callad 
. The Papiſt and the Proteſtant. 
4 Of which of theſe Parties are you? 
. Of the Proteſtant. 

5 What underſtand you by a Proteſtant ? 

A. One that takes part with thoſe, who, iu 
the Beginning of the Reformation, proteſted a- 
gainſt the Errors and Corruptions of the Chure.: 
of Rome. | 

Q. What are thoſe E ears 

A. They are very many: I am ready 1. 


give an Account 0 ſome . the 8 
them. — | 2 74 12 1 


; 


4 


* 


E 
N What is the firſt ot 4 
In that they forbid the Bible to be read 
in 15 vnlgar Tongue. 
Q. bat is your Opinion of this Matter: ? 
A. The Scriptures were written for the Uſe , 
214 Benefit of all People; and therefore ſhould | 
2 tranſlated into their own Tongues, 
. To what Eud? 
A. That they may be heard, read and un- 
derſtood of all. 
* How prove you that? : 
A. Becauſe the Lon frequently commands 


the reading of the Scriptures BY the Pes le, 


and ſolemnly charges the Reading of them 10 | 
the Pecple. | 
Q Where is the Command? | . 
A. Deut. xxxi, 11. Thou Salt read this Law * 
before ALL Iſrael, in their hearing. John v. 
39. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think 


Je have eternal Life. Acts xv. 21. Moſes hath 


in every City them that preach him, being read in 
the Synagogues every Sabbath Day. Eph. iii. 4. 
Whereby when ye read, ye may underſtand my. 
* noxuledge in the My /tery of Chrift, Col. iv. 
iv. When this Epiſtle is read among ft you, cauſe 
that it be read alſo in the Church of the Laodi- 
ceans; and that ye alſo read the Epiſtle from Lao- 
dicea, 1 Theſ. v. 27. I charge you by the LORD, 
that this Epiſtle be read unto All the holy Beethron. 
Rev. i. 3. Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the Words of this Prophecy. | 
- Q. hat is a ſecond Error of the Papiſis? 
A. Their receiving unwritten Traditions with 
£0. - . equal 


or 


4 


equal Reſpect and Reverence as we receive the 
Holy Seriptures. 
Q. Wherein lieth the Evil of this Opinion? 
A. In this, namely, in making Traditions 


of Men equal in Dignity and Authority with 


the expreſs Revelations of Gov. 
Q. What is your Opinion in this Matter? 


full, ſufficient and perfect Rule. 

Q. How prove you that? 

A. Becauſe it containeth all things that are 
neceſſary for Men to believe and do, in order 


this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in them. 
John xx. 31. Theſe are wwritten, that ye may be- 


tiewve, that Feſus 5 is the Chriſt, the Son of GOD, 


and that believing ye might have Life thro" his 
Name. Gal. i. 8. Though wwe, or an Augel from 
Heaven, preach any other Goſpel than that awhich 


Epheſ. ii. 20. Built upon the Foundation of the 


Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chrift himſelf being 


the chief Corner-flone. 2. Tim. wi. 15, 17. 


From a Child thou haſt known the holy Scriptures, 


Man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed 
(marg. perfected ') unto all good Works. 
Q. What is a third Error of the Papiſts. 


A. That we muſt believe the Scriptures, 


upon the ſole Authority of the Church. 
. herein lieth the 'E vil f this Opinion? 


A. That the Scriptures are in themiclves a a 


to eternal Life, Iſa. viii. 20. To the Law and 
to the Teflimony. If they Jpeak not according io 


wwe have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. 


auhich are able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, © 


thro' Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. That the 


A. It 


5 4. It lieth in this, 3 that Men being 
liable to Miſtakes, may lead me into Errors; 
fo that I can never be ſure, that what I take 
as my Rule is indeed that right one of God's 
- preſcribing: Therefore the Teſtimony of the 
Church cannot be the only or chief Reaſon of 
our believing the Scriptures to be the Word of 
Gov, Eph. ii. 20. Built upon the Foundation 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Teſus Chriſt bim- 
felf being the chief Corner-flone, 1 Theſſ. ii. 
13. For this Cauſe thank we God without ceaſ- 
ing, becauſe when ye received the Word of God, 
«which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the _ 
Ward of Men, but (as it is in Truth) the Word 
FR of God, which effettually worketh alſo in you 
| that believe. 7 * 
4 Q. What then. is the chief Reaſon of our Be- 
lief of the Scriptures? | 
A The Teſtimony of the Spirit of God in 
the Word itſelf, witneſſing it to be of God, 
|, Pal. exix. 105. Thy Word is a Lamp unto my 
| Feet, and a Light unto my Path. Prov. vi. 23, 
The Commandment is a Lamp, and the Law is 
Light. Heb. iv. 12. The Ward of God is quick 
and purerful, and ſharper than any two edged 
SO Sabard; piercing even to the dividing aſunder of 
| Soul and Spirit, and of the Foints. and Marrow, 
| and is a Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of 
| the Heart. 2 Pet. i. 19. We have alſo a more 
| fure Word of Prophecy; whereunto you do avell 
' that ye take heed, as unto a. Light that ſhineth in 
| @ dark Place, until the Day dawn, and the Day- 
Hearts. 
a 3 Q. What: 
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QQ. What is the fourth Error of the Pa, pits? 
A. In aſſerting the Infallibility of their Pope 
and Church, and that every Man mult ſubmit” 
his Faith and Conſcience to ö 
Q Do the Papiſis any where affert this? 
A. Ves; and Bellarmine in particular layeth 


dove this Poſition, That if the Pope com- 
c mands the Practice of Vice, and forbids vir- 


© tuous Actions; the Church is bound to be- 


jieve Vices to be good, and Virtues to be 


* bad. Bell. de Pontif. Rom. lib. 4. cap. 5. 
Q. What is the en 5 Belief in - this 
Matter? 
A. That there is no human, ſupreme, infats 
Hble Judge in the Church of. Gov, to whom 
all Chriſtians are obliged to ſubmit their Faith 
and Conſcience in all Matters of Religion. 
Hab prove you that? 
2 From three Reaſons. 5 
1. Becauſe it is a greater Authority chat the 
Apoſtles did ever claim: 2 Gr. i. 24. Not for 
that «ve have Dominion over your Faith, but are 


Helpers o your Foy : for by Faith ye fland. 


by 


mand concerning Trial of Doctrine. 1 Pet. 
iii. 15. Be ready aways to give an Anſwer to 
every Man that afeeth you a Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in you. 1 John iv. 1. Believe not every 
Spirit, but try the Spirits ' whether they are * 
Ged. 


2. Becauſe it is contrary to Chriſt's Com- 


l as to Matter of Fact, Guides 


| td Teachers have cauſed: the People to fin in 


3 them. Exod. ii. 5. When. Aaron 


A law 
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ſaw it, he built an Altar before S; and Aaron. 
made Proclamation, and ſaid, To morrow is a 
Feaſt to the Lord. Ver. 31. And Moſes return- 
ed unto the Lord, and ſaid, Oh, this People have 
fenned a great Sin, and have wade them Got of 
Gold. Iſa. iii. 12. O my People, they which lead 


thee cauſe thee to err, and deſtroy the Way of thy. - | 


Paths, Matth. xxiii. 3. Do not ye after dai 
. Works; for they ſay, and do not. 

22. # hat is a fifth Error of the Papiſts : 41 
As. That the Pope is che viſible Head of the 

Univerſal Church. 
| Q. What tis the Proteſtant . B elief i in thy | 
Matter? 
A4. We deny that there is any ſuch viſible 
Head; therefore the Pope cannot be ſo. © 

Q. How prove you that? 

A. Becauſe neither our Creed, nor - the 8 
cred Scriptures hath revealed any ſuch thing to 
Us. 

Q. Whom then do he Proteflamts afirm s to be 

ihe Head of the Univer/al Church 2 FA 
A. Jeſus Chriſt, and him only. 
Q. How prove you that? , 
A. Becauſe the Scriptures reveal it. pal 
. have ſet my King uon my holy Hill 0 

Zion. Epheſ. i. 22. And hath put all Things 
under his Feet, and gave him to be the Tead baer 
all Things to the C hurch. 
Q. What is a fixth Error of the Papiſis? 
A. That Kings and Emperors, with 3 
reſpective Subjects, are at the Pope's Diſpoſal 
in paint ; and particularly that the Perſons 
5 and 


— en I 
pr_ 


and Eſtates of the * are not under th 
Power of the Civil Magiſtrate. 1. | 
Q. What is the Proteſtant's Belief ? 

A. 1, That Kings and Emperors are not 
properly Subjects to the Pope, nor hath the 


jects from their Allegiance. ; 
2. That even the Clergy are ſubject to ſecu 
lar Princes, and their Bodies and Eſtates under 
their Government, | 
. 'Q, How prove you that? 

A. Becauſe they are in the number of thoſe 
on whom the Scripture chargeth SubjeQion. 


higher Powers. Fit. iii. 1. Put them in Mind 
to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, to obey 
| Magiſtrates. 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14, 15. Submit your , 
ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
Sake, whether it be to the King as Supreme, or 
unto Governors, as unto them that are ſent by 
him, for the Puniſhment of Evil doers, and for 
the Praiſe of them that do well :: For ſo is the 
Will of God, that. with well-doing ye may put ta 
filence the Ignorance of. fooliſh Men. 
Q. What is a ſeventh Error of the Pnpiſts ? 


A. That the Pope of Rome is next under 


Chriſt. | | BT 
Q. What ſay the Proteſtants? 


1 more the Marks of Antichriſt than he. 
Q. How prove you that? 


than. he. 2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4, 9, 10. That Day 


Pope any Power to abſolve any of their Sub- 


Rom. xiii. 1. Let every Soul be ſubject? to the 


| | A. That he is Antichriſt, becauſe none have | 


A. Becauſe no Antichrift can do worſe things | 


1 
| 


Ball 
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hall not come, except 8 come a falling away. 
firſt, and that Man of Sin be revealed, that Son 
of. Perdition, «who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf 
above all that is call:d God, or is worſhiped 3 
ſo that he, as God; fitteth in the Temple of C, 


; ſpewing himſelf that he is God, ver, 9. Even him 


whoſe coming is after the working of Satan with 


all Power, and Signs, and lying Wonders ; ver. 


10. Aud with all Deceivvableneſs of Unrighteouſ- 

neſs in them that periſh. Rev. xiii. throughout. 
 Q. What is an eighth Error of the Papiſts ? 
A. That the Proteſtants are Hereticks, for 


| ſeparating from them. 


Q. What ſay the Proteſtants to this? 

A. They ſay, that it being granted that the 
Proteſtants did ſeparate from the Church of 
Rome, yet that they did it upon juſt Grounds. 

Q. Hoa do you prove that ? 

A. Becauſe they did it for the Sake of Chriſt, _ 


5 the Purity of Religion, for which Reaſon 


they are commanded ſo to do, 2 Cor. vi. 15, 
16, 17, 18. What Concord hath Chriſt with 
Belial? Cr avhat Part hath he that believeth- 
evith an Infidel * What Agreement hath the Tem- 


le of God with Idols? Ye are the Temple of the 
living God. Wherefore come out from among them 


and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, aud touch not 
the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and 1 
avill be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall 'be my Song, 
and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. | 
Q: What was there in the Romilſh Religion. 
that occa ſioned their Separation? 
4. In that it was a ſuperſtitious, idolatrous 


an 


10 } 
damnable, bloody, traiterous, blind, blaſphe- 
mous Religion. 

Q. But why do you ſay their Separation being 
granted? Do they not grant their Separrtion ? 

A. They need not; for the Church of Nome 
more properly ſeparated from them, than they 
from the Church of Rame, in that they broke 
off from the Foundation of the A poſtle's Doc- 
trine, which the Proteſtants retain ſtill, holding 
the Head, the Papiſts having ſeparated them 


from their Company, and caſt them out for the 


Son of Man D Sake, Luke vi. 22. 

Q. What is a ninth Error of the Papiſis? 
As. 7 hat the Church of Rome is the only true 

Church. _ 

| What ſay the Proteſtants to this? 
2 We 1/0 it. dhe 
„2 

4. Becauſe the Roman Church agreeth not 
with a Deinition of a true Church. 

. What tis the true Church? 

' 4 Thetrue Church is an univerſal Congre- 
cation, or F ellowſhip of God's faithful elect 
People, built upon the Foundation of the A- 
poſtes and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being the 
chief Corner Stone. 

Q What are the Marks af a true Church? 

A, Such as theſe: Pure and ſound Doctrine 
preached, the Sacraments adminiſtred accord- 
ing to Ch1i/t's Inſtitution, the right Uſe of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Diſcipline. John x. 4. The Sheep fel- © 
low him, for they know his Voice. Eph. v. 26. 


That he might ſandify and cleanſe it with tbe 1 


aug Ging of Water by the Mord. 


L111 

Q. What is a tenth Error of. the Papifts? 

4. Their praying to Saints and Angels, 

Q. What is the Proteftant's Opinicn zn this 
Matter? 

A. That praying to Saints and Angels is a | 
dangerous corrupting of holy Worſhip, and a= | 
bominable in the Sight of Gop. | | 

Q. How prove you that? | | 
| 4 It is abſurd and ridiculous. 

They being not capable to hear our. } 
Ps: Abraham is igngraxt of us. Iſaiah 
dv 16* 7 - 

4. chat they cannot be ſure they are all 

real Saints to whom they pray; nay, we know | 
the Pope hath canonifed many wicked Men. | | 

3. It hath no Warrant from the Word of 
Goo, but forbidden: Matt, iv. 10. Thou Salt 
aror/hip the Lord thy God, and Him only ſhalt 

thou ſerve. 
5 4. It is idolatrous; for, in worſhipping Saints 
and Angels, they do Serwice to them which by 
4 Nature are 19 Code, Gal. iv. 8. | 
| b 5. It is injurious to tke mediatory Office of 
| CnrisT. 1 Tim. ii. 5. There is one God, ond 

- one Mediator betaveen God! aud Man, the Man 

 Chrift Jeſus. I John ii. If any Man fin, 

we have an Advocate 1 the Ae: Jeſus 
Crit the Righteons. .. 
| 6. Angels have refuſed it: Rev. xxii. 9. See. 
thou do it not, for J am thy Fellow dere * 
W orſbip God. a - a 
| Q What is an eleventh Error of the Papiſus 
4. Tbeir Doctrine of Purgatory. 


1 — 


Q. What 


1 | 
Q. What ab you underftand by Purgatory ? 
A. A Place wherein Saints are purged after 
| this Life, that were not fully purged here; to 
the Intent they may enter purer into Heaven. 
Bellarm. de Purgat. 8 


Q. bat is the Proteflant's Belief concerning — 


Purgatory ? | 
A. That as there is no ſuch Place, ſo the 
Belief of it is dangerous and groundleſs. © 
Q. How prove you that there is no ſuch Place ? 

A. From Rev. xiii. 14. Blessed are the Deal 
that die in the Lord, from henceforth: for they 

reft from their Che.” 
Q. Why is it dangerous and groundleſs? 
A. 1. Becauſe there, is no Ground for it in 
Scripture. 5 

2. Becauſe they that belong to God can be 
no where afflicted, but he is afflicted with them: 
Tf. bei. 9. V. all their AMlictions he was af- 
Jlited. 
ES. Becauſe it denies the Fulneſs of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction. 

4. Becauſe hereby the horrid Nature of Sin 
is leſſened. 

5. Becauſe the Saint's Confidence and Com- 
fort is hereby impaired. The Deſire that St. 
Paul hath to be diſſolved, is, that be may be 
avith-Chrift. Phil. i. 23. 

Q What is a twelfth Error of the Pafiſts ? 

A. That ſome Sins are venial. 

Q. What is the 3 5 Belief i in this 


Point? 
A. That no Sin i. is in its own Nature rent, 


but _ 


4k _ 


1 
but every Sin is deadly, and deſerves eternal 

Damnation. Deut. xxvii. 26. Cui ſed is every 
one that continueth not in all Things vuritten in 
this Law to do them. Ezek. xviii. 4. The Soul 
' that finneth, it ſpall die. Rom. vi. 23. The 
Mages of Sin is Death. Jam. ii. 10. Whoſoever 
Hall keep the whole Law, andoffendin one Point, 
is guilty all. 

Q. What is a thirteenth Error of the Papiſis? 
A. Their Doctrine of Merit. 

QM hat is the Proteſtant's Opinion in this 

Thing ? : BE 
A. That the Reward of good Works is not 
deſerved by them that receive it. 

Q. How prove you that? | 
A. 1. Becauſe good Works are rewarded 
merely out of Mercy and Grace, Pſal. Ixii. 12. 
Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth Mercy for thou 
rendereft to every Man according to his Wirk. 
Rom. xi. 6. /f by Grace, then is it no more 
of Works, otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace : 
But if it be of Works, then it is no more Grace, 
 otheraviſe Work is no more Work. Tit. iii. 5. 
Not by Works of Righteouſneſs wvhich we have 
done, but according to his Mercy he ſaved us. 
i Pet. i. 13. Hope to the End for the Grace that 
is ro be brought unto you at the Reviation of 

Jeſus Chriſt. | 
2. Becauſe Eternal Life is the Gift of God. 
Luke xii. 32. 4 is your Father's good Pleaſe 
4% give you the Kingdom. Rom. vi. 23. Tie 
Gift of God is eternal Life. | 
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3. Becauſe Bae owe all to God, there- 
fore can merit nothing from him. Luke xvii. 
10. When ye have done all that you can, ſay 
that you are unprofitable Servants, wwe have done 
that which was our Duty to do. 1 Cor. iv. 7. 

What haft thou that thou didft not receive? Now _ 

/ thou diaſt receive it, why doft thou glory as if | 
2 thou hadſft not received it? 1 Cor. iv. 19. Ye |} 
i are not Jour owon. Phil. ii. 13. I 7s GOD that 
b eworketh in you both to auill and to do of his good 
| Pleaſure. 

Y Q. What is a fourteenth E rror of the Papi 6 
| A. 'Fheir Works of Supererogation. 
Q What ſay the Proteſtants to this? N 
A. That they, who in their Obedience at- 
tain the greateſt Degree, fall ſhort of much, 
which in Duty they are bound to, much lefs | 
can they do more, or have any Oil to ſpare, | 
' wherewith to help others. Matth. xxv. 9g. The | 
wiſe anſwered, Not ſo, left there be not enough | 
for us and Jou. | 
Q. hat is every Man bound to do ? 
A. To full Conformity in the whole Man to 
the righteous Law of God. 
Q. IL not this is be under the Laæu, EE noi 
under Grace? : 
A, Believers are not under the Law AS A & 

Covenant of Works, but as a Rule of Life 

Matt. v. 17. Think not that 1 am come to defliroy 
the Laxw or the Prophets: I am not come to de- | 
| frroy, but to fulfil. Rom. vii. 12, 22. The 
| Law is holy, juſt and good: ver. 23. 1 delight | 
1 _ Law of God after the nabard Man. 
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Q. May not Saints do more Good than they 
have need of for themſelves ? | 
A. No: When you have done all that is com- 
manded, ſay, you are unprofitable Servants, Luke 


- Vu: 19; 


Q What is a Afteenth Frrur of the Papiſts? 
A. Their corrupting the Doctrine of * 
a | 
Q. Wherein do obey corrupt it ? 
A. They tell us we muſt be juſtified be: our 


own Righteouſneſs, and that a Perfect Righte- 


ouſneſs within us. ä 
Q. hat mean obey by a perfect Ri phteouſucſe 


| within ? 


A. Any Degree of Charity is their Righte- 
ouſneſs in Perfection. 


Q. What is the Protefiant's Dockrine concern- 


185 ing Juſtiftication? 


A. That Believers are juſtified freely by the 


+ Grace of GOD, whereby he accepteth them 


as righteous, only for the ns of ** | 

ſus Chrift imputed to them. | 
Q. How prove you that 7 
A. By theſe Scriptures, Rom. iii. 24. Being 


Juſtified freely by his Grace thro" the Redemption 
that is in Jeſus Chriſt. Ch. v. 8, . God com- 


menaeth his Love toabards us, in that while aue 
were yet Sinners, Chrift died for us: Much more 
then now being juſtified by his Blood, wwe ſhall be 
Saved from Wrath thro him. Chap. x. 3. 
They being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, and 
going about to eflabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, 
have not Jn a unto the Righteouſ- 


_ Hef. 
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neſs of God. Eph. i. 6, 7. To the Praiſe of the 
Glory of his Grace, wherein he hath made us ac- 
cepted in the Beloved ; in whom we hade Re- 
demption thro' his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
according ta the Riches of his Grace. 
Q. What is a ſixteenth Error of the Papi/ts ? 
A. Their Worthipping of Images. 
Q What is the Proteſtants Belief ? 
Al. That it is not lawſul to make Images of 


| GOD, nor to direct our Worſhip to an Image, 


or by the Help of an Image; or to give reli- 
gious Worſhip to any Creature. Matth. iv. 10. 
4 hou ſhalt worſkip the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt theu ſerue. Rev. xix. 10. See thou do 
it not, I am thy Fillow-ſervant, of thy Bre- 
thren. AG 1 
Q. What is a ſcuenteenth Error of the Pa- 
25 | 
A. Their praying in an unknown Tongue. 

Q. What faith the Proteſtant ? 

A. That publick Prayer is not to be made 
in an unknown Tongue, but in ſuch a Lan- 
guage as is underſtood by the common People. 

Q. bat mean you by Prayer? | 

A. Confeflion of Sin, Petition for Grace, 
Interceſſion for others, and giving of Thanks. 

Q Why muſt wwe not pray in an unknown 
Tongue ? 8 [x 

A. Becauſe it cannot be to Edification. 1 

Cor. xiv. 26. Let all Things be done to eaifying. 
Ver. 16. How Hall he that occupieth the Room 
of the unlearned ſay Amen at the giving of 
Thanks, ſecing that he underſtandeth not what 

thou [ayeſt ? IE Q. What 


j 


E 

Q. What is an eighteenth Error of the Papifts ? 

A. Their Doctrine of Indulgences. . 

Q. What do the Papi mean by their Indul- 
gen ces? | „ 

A. An Abſolution from the Guilt of Puniſh- | 
ment, by the Satisfactions which are contained. 

in the Church- Treaſury. 
Q What is the Proteſtant's Belief in this. 

Matter? 

A. That Papal Indulgences are the worſt. 

of Cheats, and abominable Ce to Chriſt 
and Chriſtians... 

Q. How prove you that? 

4. I. Becauſe there is no Pardon of Sin but. 
| . by the Mercy of God, through the Blood of 
| Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. Bring juſtiſied by Faith, we. 
Hawe Peace with GOD through our Lord Feſus- 
Chriſt, Eph. i. 7. In whom aue have Redemp- 
ion through his. Blood, the Forgiveneſs. of Sins, 
according to the Riches of his Grace: 

2. Becauſe there is no ſuch Thing in Scrip- 
ture, that the Merits of one. Saint ſhould be 
able to make Satisfaction for the Sins of another. 

3. It is moſt injurious to Chriſt, who needeth.. 

not any Merits of Saints to be added to his Sa- 
tisfaction: For by one Offering he hath perfedted”* 
for ever them that be ſanctifed. Heb. x. 14. 

Q. What is a nineteenth Error of the Papiſts ©" 

A. Their forbidding Prieſts to marry. 

Q What do they. ſpeak of Marriage it ſelf ?. 

A. They do. not forbid all Marriage, but 
ſpeak diſgracefully and contemptuouſly of it. 

Q. bare the Proteſtants in this Matten? 

B 3, A. That: 


— 
J 
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A. That the Popiſh Doctrine forbidding to 


marry, is deviliſh and wicked Doctrine. 

Q. How prove you that? 

A. 1. Becauſe it is that which GOD not 
only alloweth, but in ſome Caſes commandeth, 
making no Exception of the Clergy from others. 


Matth. xix. 11. All Men cannot receive this Say- - 


, ſave they to whom it is given. 1 Cor. vii. 2. 
75 avoid 7 2 let every Man hae his 
own Wife Chap. ap oo wwe not Power 
to lead about a Si * ife, as well as other 
Apoſtles, and as the Brethren of the Lord and 
Cephas? 1 Tim. iti. 2. 4 Biſhop muſt be blame- 


 . fefs, the Huſband of one Wife. Tit. i. 6. Hany 


be blameleſs, the Huſband of one Wife, having 
faithful Children, Heb. xi. 4. Marriage is 
honourable in all, and the Bed undefiled : But 
I horemongers and Adulterers God will judge. 


2. Becauſe it leads to much Lewdneſs and 
Villany, as Fornication, Adultery, Inceſt, _ 


domy, Murder, &c. 
3. Becauſe this Doctrine is a Badge of Act: 


cot 1 Tim. iv. 1, 3. The Spirit ſpeaketh ex- 


' prefly, that in the latter Titer ſome ſhall depart 
from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits, 


and Doctrines of Devils: Ver. 3. Forbidding to 


e. 


Q. What is a reventieth Error of the Papifts: * 


A. Denying the Doctrine of Aſſurance. 
Q. hat ſay the Papiſts of it? 
A. That a Believer's Aſſurance of the Par- 


don of his Sins is a vain and ungodly Confidence. 


= Q of "at is the Proteſtant” s Belief in this 
TY; A. That 


1 
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A. That it is not only our Privilege that we 
may, but our Duty to labour after Aſſurance 
that our Sins are pardoned. 2 Pet. i. 10. Give 
Diligence t6 make your Calling and Election ſure 3 
* if ye ao theſe Things ye /oall never fail. 
Q. How doth it appear to be our Duty? © 
A. 1. From the Nature, Uſe, and End of 
the Holy Scriptures, which are a good Founda- 
tion of Aſſurance. Rom. xv. 4. Whatſoever 
Things were written aforetime, avere written for 
our Learning, that ave thro' Patience and Com- 
fort of the Scriptures might have Hope. f 
2. From the Nature of Conſcience, and its 
Power, 1 John iii. 19, 20, 21. Hereby ave know 
that wwe are of the Truth, and fhall afſure our 
Hearts before him ; for if our Hearts condemn 
us, God is greater has our Hearts, and knoweth 
all Things; if our Hearts condemn us not, then 
[| Have we Confidence to wards God. © | 
3. Becauſe it hath been attained by others; .M 
45 Job, Dawid, Paul, &c. | 
* 4. Becauſe God hath appointed Ordinances, | 
that Believers may have Aſſurance, | 
2. What is a twenty-firſt Error of the Papiſts s 
A. Their Doctrine of the ſeven Sacraments, _ 1 
. Q. What is a Sacrament? 5 | 
A. A Sacrament is an Ordinance of Chriſt, 
| [| conſiſting of viſible Signs, repreſenting, ſealing 
1 and applying Chriſt, and the Benefits of the 
| New Covenant, to Pelievers. 
E How many Sacraments are there in the 
W Mow Teftament ? 
. A. Only Two, vx. Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper. Q. Which _ 
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| have added p 


A. 1. Confirmation. 2. Extreme Unction. 
3. Matrimony. 4. Holy Orders. 5. Penance. 


Q. Why may not theſe Five be Sacramental as 
evell as the other Two? 


A. 1. Becauſe there are not ſufficient Parts 


in any of them to make a Sacrament. Prov. xxx. 
6.. Add thou not unto his Words, Ie he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a Lyar. 


2. Becauſe there are no Parts of a 8 


ment in any of theſe, but what is included in 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. 

Q What. is a twenty - ſecond Error of the. 
Papilis? 
A. Their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 


As What do they underſtand oy Tranſalſlan- 


tiation 2 

A. That by the Conſecration of the Bread 
and Wine, there is made a Converſion of the 
whole Subſtance of the Bread into the Sub- 
ſtance of the Body of Chriſt; and of the Wine 
into the Subſtance of the Blood of Chriſt. 

* What Scripture do they alledge for this: 9. 


A. John vi. 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56. 


. What ſay the Proteſtants to this AſJertion 9” 
oP > 1. That. Chriſt bleſſed Bread and Wine, 


therefore did not deſtroy them. 
2, That it is Bread and Wine in the Sacra- 


© ment, which Chit hath commanded his Mi- 
niſters to adminiſter, and his People to receive. 


3. That the Apoſtle himſelf doth no leſs 


than three times call. it Bread and Vine et 
ON=- 
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Q Which are theſe ol her Five that the Patiſts | 
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Conſecration 1 Cor. xi. 26, % 29. 


Q. What other Reaſons do the Proteſtants gy 


againſt Tranſubſtantiation ? 
A. 1. It takes away the greateſt Evidence of 


the firſt Witneſſes to Chriſtianity, 1 Joh. i. 1. 
That which wwe habt heard, which wwe have ſeen 


with our Eyes, which æve have looked upon, &c. 
2. It makes void the whole Inſtitution. 1 Cor. 
xi. 23, 24. J hace received of the Lord, that 
ewhich alſo ] delivered unto you, that the Lord 
Feſus, the ſame Night in which he avas betrayed, - 
took Bread; and when he had given Thanks, he 
brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body, 
which is broken for you : This do in Remem- - 
brance f me. 

3. It will not allow Men the Privilege of 


Beaſts, to judge by their Senſes, as Seeing, 
Smelling, Taſting, &c. g 


Q. What is a twenty-third Error of the Papiſts? 

A. Their denying the Uſe of the Cup to the 
People in the Sacrament. 

Q. What is the Proteſtant's Belief in this 
Matter ? | | 

A. That every Communicant hath an unde- 
niable Right to the bleſſed Cap in the Lord's 


Supper. 


. How prove you that? 

T 1. From the Inſtitution of this Sacra-" 
ment, and our Saviour's Command annexed 
hereunto. Matth. xxvi. 27. He took the Cup 


and 0 e Thanks, and ove it to them, ſaying, 


Drink ye all of it. 


2. From the Example and Appointment of 
the 
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the Apoſtles: Mark xiv. 2 3. Aud they all drank. 
3. Becauſe without the Cup a Man cannot. 
anſwer the End of this Sacrament : As oft as ye 

eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, you do ſhew: 
the Lord's Death, till he come, 1 Cor. xii. 26. 

4. Becauſe the ſame Right we have to Chriſt's 
Blood, we have to the Cup, Matth. xxvi. 27, 28. 
He took the Cup, and gave Thanks, and gave it 
to them, ſaying, Drink ye all. of it: For this is 
my Blood of the New Teftament, which is ſhed 
for many for the Remi ſſion of Sins. Luke xxii. 
20. This-Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood. 
ewhich is ſhed for-you. 1 Cor. x. 16. The Cup 
of Bleſſing which we-bleſs, is it not the Commu- 
nion of the Blood of Chriſt ? 

Q. What is. a Twenty-fourth Error of the 
| Pajpiſts? Ms 5 ö 
A. Their Doctrine of the Maſs. | 
Q What do they underſtand by the Maſs ? 

A. That which the Proteſtants (according to 
the Scriptures) call the Lord's Supper, Papiſts 
call the Maſs, whereby the Sacrament is made 
a Sacrifice, and offer d up to God. Bellarm. 
lib. 1. de Miſa c. 1. | 
Q. What ſay the Proteſtants of the Maſs? 

A. That it is a Vain and Idolatrous Thing, 
as uſed by them. 

Q. Why Vain? 85 | 

A. Becauſe by Chriſt's Sacrifice, God is 
ſufficiently ſatisfied ; and the repenting Sinner 
fully ſecured, Heb. x. 12. This Man after = 


* 
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ad offered one Sacrifice for 8. ins, for ever ſat 
\ down on the right Hand of God. 
Q Why Hlolatrous ? 
A. Becauſe they make it a mere 14el, not 
only worſhipping it as God, but truſting therein 
for Salvation, as in Christ himſelf. 
QQ. How prove you that the Maſs is not the 
very ſame 8 RO wwith that of Chriſt Crucified 
on the Croſs? 
, 4. 1, GOD appointed Chriſt for a Sacri- 
 fice, but never the Maſs. 
2. The Maſs is not of the ſame Sort or 
Kind with that of Chrift crucified. : 
Q. M herein lieth the Difference? 
A. 1. It was the Sacrifice of the very Boay, 
born of a Virgin, but the Maſs of a Piece of 
Bread. 
2. There was ſhedding of Blood, but the 
Maſs is an unbloody Sacrifice. 
3. It had the due Proportion of a Man, 
but the Maſs is a Wafer. | | 
Q Are there no more Errors of the Papiſts 
A. Yes, many; but theſe are ſufficient to 
make the Proteſtants abhor their Church and 
Doctrine. | 
Q. Where was the Proteſtants Religion before 
Luther? | 
A. In the Bible Doctrinally, and in its 
Fruits in the Hearts and Lives of all good 
Men. : 
- Q. Where were the Diſciples firſt called Chri- 
lans ? | 
| A. At Antioch the Diſciples were firſt called 
| Chriſtians. Acts xi. 26. | Q. Then 
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<Q, 7 hen 1 Name of Chriſtian had not its 
Ri from Rome? | 
„ 

Q. What doth the Name of Chriſtian Put us 
in Mind of ? 


A. It patteth us in mind what Chriſt hath 9 * 
done for us, and the many Benefits we obtain 


from his Lie, Death, Reſurrection and Inter- 
ceſſion. f 
 Q. What more? 

A. It is a Remembrance unto us what we 
ſhould do for Chriſt, in Gratitude of what 
he hath done for us. 

Q. Do not Popiſh Priefts, Feſuits, and an 
that die for 7. * and Murders, die like Chri- 


»  flians? 


" this? 


A. No: True Chriſtians at their Death will | 


give Glory to GOD. 
Q. Do not they give Glory to God: ? 6 
4. No: If they did, they would confeſs 


their juſt Deſerts that bring them to that Pu- 
niſhment. 
Q. Why do not they confeſs their Treaſons, Mur- 
aers, &c. when they come to die for them? F 
A. Becauſe their Church forbids them to 


confeſs to Proteſtants, whom they call Heretichs. 


Q. How doth that appear ? 
A. In that they receive their Abſolution, up- 


on Condition that they die concealing the Crime 
for which they die. 
Q. Upon what „ Principle do they en iu 


A. Upon 


| f | 

A. Upon this Principle, namely, That no 
Man owes his Enemy Truth. 

Q. Why ſo? 

A. Becauſe then he owes him what may be. 
2 Means for his Preſervation. 


| Q. What Uſe do they make of this Principle? 


A. That the Proteſtants being Adverſaries to 
the Church of Rome, her Sons owe them no- 

thing but Ruin and Deſtruction; and the vileſt 
Means they can uſe for that End, are meritori- 
ous and glorious, 


Have not inſerted the Quotations under the 
five laſt Queſtions, in regard the Authors 
-are ſo numerous ; if the Papiſts ſhall deny it, 


let the Reader peruſe what the Proteſtant Au- 


- thors have quoted out of the Romaniſis own 
Books, and he will find, that they do not only 
make this Kind of Perjury blameleſs, but ne- 
- ceflary : - Breach of Oaths is no leſs with them 
than a Virtue, or a neceſſary Duty, in many 
. Caſes, eſpecially when any Thing of Moment 
is to be oppoſed, which is againſt the Laws of 
the Romiſbꝰ Church: Againſt that particularly 


of the General Council of Lateran, under Pope 


Innocent III. which forbids all Favour to be 
ſhewn to Hereticks, under the ſoreſt Penalties 
and Decrees: That Favourers of Hereticks are 
under Excommunication, if they will not break 
their Oaths made in Favour of Hereticks, and 
that by the Sacred Decree of their Church he 
muſt be forſworn, if he will not be excommu- © 
nicated, and thereby a to the Violeace 
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Apud Cochlæum, lib. 5. Hiſt. Huſſitarum. 


Hereby it appears that no Papiſt can poſlibly Þ- 
give any Security which may be truſted, that | 
Proteſtants ſhall enjoy any thing which is in | 
their Power to deprive them of; for the great- | 
eſt Securities that can be given in this Caſe are |: 
Engagements of Faith and Truth; God being |: 
invocated for Confirmation in ſolemn Oaths ; 


but their Religion has laid ſuch ſtrong Bonds 
upon them to break all Bonds that may favour 
the Proteſtants, that it leaves no Hope of Sal- 


vation to them who will not at their Deaths | 
take upon their Salvation the greateſt Untruth, 
if the Catholick Cauſe may be holpen by it: 


For another General Council, that of Conflance, 
hath determin'd, That no Faith is to be kept 


—— 
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of every hand (as Sir Edmondbury Godfrey was) 
yea, one that hath taken the Oaths of Allegi- | # 
ance and Supremacy, according to their Doc- |* 
trine, ſins mortally, and puts himſelf into a a 
State of Damnation; not if he takes theſe | 
Oaths, (for that their Prieſts may diſpenſe with) 
but if he keeps them. So Pope Martin v.. 
declared in Writing to Alexander, Duke of Li- 
thuania, Know (ſays he) that thou finneſt | 
mortally, if thou ktep thy Oath with Hereticks. | 
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aoith Hereticks, in the Nineteenth Seſſion of 


that Aſſembly, © That no ſafe Conduct given 


« by Emperor, King, or Secular Prince to | 


* Hereticks or any defamed for Hereticks, 


te tho' with a Deſign to reduce them, by what | | 


Engagements ſoever they have obliged them- 


“being 


5“ ſelves, ſhall hinder thoſe Hereticks from | 


7 "mz. 3 
« being deſtroyed, though they came to the 


i- |} place of Judgment, relying upon ſuch Secu- 
c- © rity: as in John Hufſe's Caſe, by Pope John 
af XXII.“ Hereby Proteſtants may under- 
IC | ftand what Reaſon they have to truſt to nothing 
th) among Papiſts, but what will keep them out of 


their Power, ſeeing the Principles of that Reli- 
i- F gion (not private Men's Opinions, but the De- 
I terminations of Councils) bind them to obſerve 
ks. ” no Faith, or Truth, or common Honeſty, with 
” thoſe whom they account Hereticks ; no, not 
when Life is concerned, rather than a Prote- 
ſtant ſhall be ſafe in any of his Concerns where 
they can reach them. It is a Virtue, a Duty 
in their Religion to ſnap aſunder all Security 
(by which the World hath hitherto been: pre- 
ſerved) to ruin a Heretick. = 

They, who would fee more of this at large, 
may read the Jeſuits Morals, the Practical Di- 

inity of the Papifts, and Myſiery of Feſuitiſin, 
” beſides. the late Inſtances they have given at 
| their Deaths, who have been Executed for 

Treaſon and Murders, denying the things for 

which they ſuffered, tho? proved upon them as 

Clear as the Sun at Noon-day ; occaſioned by 

the Awe their Prieſts have upon them ; being 
ſo far led away with them, that the Obedience 
of the dying Proſelyte is prevalent, even above 
his Conſideration for a future Eſtate. 

This will be more apparent, if we conſider, 
that Hundreds of Iricb Papiſts are executed in 
the Kingdom of Vreland every Year for Mur- 
der, Thefts, &c, And though taken in the 

C2 ES» © 


1281 
very Fact, yet when they come to die, uſually 


take it upon their Deaths, and as they muſt ap- 


pear before the Great Judge that knows all 
Things, that they are as innocent from the 
Fact for which they die, as the Child unborn. 
For they having diſcharged their Conſciences 
by confeſſing to the Prieſt, and received his 
Abſolution, it would bring an Odium on their 
Religion, and would be a ſtrengthning the 
Hands of the Proteſtants, if the Prieſts ſhould 
ſuffer it. Whereas, on the other Side, could 
they perſrade the imple People to believe they 
died innocent, they hope it may lay a Stain 
upon that Religion, which they call ſo often 


by the Name of Hereſy. And though thoſe _ 


Prieſts have always that Regard to their Church, 
as to impoſe upon the Prifoner, to let the 
World know he dieth a Roman Catholick; yet 
he hath alſo ſo much Care of the Man, that he 

muſt not deſire the Prayers of any but Pops. 
Iheſe Things being ſo uſual among them, 
any conſiderate Man will eaſily judge, without 
Breach of- Charity, upon what Ground: ſuch 
Men are ſeduc'd to commit a Sin, and then 
out-face the Truth of the Matter of F act, even 
in the Face of Death. 


Ecausz the Papiſts ſhall not ay. the 
Charge I give their Religion under the 
eighth Error is groundleſs, I ſhall inſtance in 
particular; And, 


y 
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1. 1 ſay tis a Superſtitious Religion. 


It were innumerable to recount the many 
vain Fopperies in their Devotions which they 
place Religion in: As the Tooth of St. Chri- 


Hopber: The Hair of St. Peter's Beard: The 


Shift that came off the Back of the Blefſed 
Virgin Mary, and the Duſt and Vermin which 
they keep of ſome Saints. Valla, a great Per- 


ſon of Learning and Emminence among them, 


ſaith, “ There are Ten thouſand ſuch Things 
* in Rome, if the Hoſt fall to the Ground, it 
«© muſt be licked up, the Ground is to be 
< ſcraped, and the Scrapings reduced to Aſhes 
are to have Place among their Reliques. 

Add to this their Holy Water, their Salt, 
their Spittle, their Holy-Oyl, their Beads, 
Whipping, Fiſh-days, Pilgrimages, Nunne- 
ries, Croſſing themſelves, Baptiſing of Bells, 
Fonts, Sc. So that the great Era/mus in his 


' Annotations approved by Pope Leo X. faith, 


Their whole Religion is almoſt brought to 
their ſuperſtitious Treatment of Reliques, 
*© thro' the Covetouſneſs of Prieſts, and the 
«© Hypocriſy of Monks, fed by the Fooliſn- 
** nels of the People. 4 


2. 'Tis an Jdolatrous Religion. 


In invocating Saints, Adoring the Hoſt, and 


 Worſhipping Images: Their Worſhipping of 


Reliques, giving . Worſhip to ſuch 
C3 Things 
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Things as they do but fancy to be Reliques : 
and not only when they are whole and ſound, 
but when they are corrupted and reduced to 
Duſt, or nothing elſe left of them, but the Ver- 
min bred in them. Henricus, one of the School 
Doctors, concludes, That the Reliques in 
the Form of Duſt and Aſhes, may, and 


«© ought to be adored, but not under the Form 


of Vermin; and gives ſome Reaſons for 
it. But their great Ya/quez rejects this Scruple, 
and the Ground of it as vain and frivolous; 
and concludes, They may be worſhipped as well 
Then they are Vermin, as when they are Ajpes. 
Beſides, their Angel- Worſhip, their Image- 
Worſhip, and Saint- Worſhip. Tot 


3. Tis a Damnable Religion. 


In that it overthrows the very F oundation of 


Chriſtianity : Their Doctrine of Tranſubſtanti- 


ation overthrows the Truth of Chriſt's Human 
Nature: Their proper Sacrifice, his only Sacri- 
fice, for Sin offered once for all: Their Doc- 
trine of Merits, his Merits: The Multitude of 
. Mediators among them deny that only Media- 
tor between G OD and Man, the Man Jeſus 
Chriſt: Their Sacrificing - Priefts, overthrow 
Chriſt's Prieſtly Office: Their vilifying the 
Scriptures, and ſetting up their unwritten 'Tra- 
ditions, to be received with equal Reverence 
with them, overthrows Chriſt's Prophetical 


Office. | | | 


The 
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The great Article of Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
and free Juſtification thro* the Grace of GOD 


in Jeſus Chriſt, is overthrown by their Doctrine 


of Merit, Pardons and Indulgences, SON 


4. 'Tis 4 Bloody Religion, wherein Papal Rome 
exceeds Heathen Rome. | 


Witneſs the horrid Murders and Maſſacres of 
the poor Waldenſes, who have been perſecuted 
with Fire and Sword, Armies and Inquiſitions, 
and very many Thouſands (nay infinite Num- 
bers) of them have been inhumanly murder'd. 

That barbarous and prodigious Villany, and 

eat Maſſacre of Proteſtants in France, Anno 
1572, where about thirty or forty thouſand in- 
nocent Proteſtants in Paris, and other Parts of 
France, were ſuddenly and inhumanly murder- 


ed by Papiſts. 


Witneſs Spain's invincible Armada, + Anno 
1588, when Rome's Force threatned to ſwal- 
low us up; Witneſs the Guz-powader Treaſon, a 


black and unparallel'd Villany, worthy Rome 


and a Jeſuit; the blowing up a whole Parlia- 
ment, King, Lords, and Commons, the mur- 
dering a Kingdom in its Repreſentatives, and 
this in a Moment. | 

After that, their bloody Rebellion i in Ireland, 
where they murdered a hundred thouſand Pro- 
zeftants in cold Blood, without any Provocation 
given, but to kill ae 

Add to this their bloody traiterous Defi n a- 


"_ King Charles II. the Government, and 
the 
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the FEI Rok z a Conſpiracy, had it 
taken, might have turned England into Acel- 


dime, a Field of Blood, or Shambles of Pope? 


Butchers. Theſe Things conſidered, I hope 
no Man will be ſo mad to 4% the Pope” s Toe, 
until his Nails be pared, ſo as he will not ſcratch, 
and make the Blood run about the Mouths of 
Chriſtendom. | 


5. *Tis a Traiterous Religion. 


For they teach, That the Pope may depoſe the 
| Emperor, or a King not ſubject to the Pope. 
That the Pope may lawfully abſolve Subjects 

their Oath of Allegiance. 

The Subjects, if they have the Pope's Con- 
ent (which they are ſure to have, if it makes 
for his Intereſt) ay depoſe their King. That if 
the King be a manifeſt Heretic, (as all the Pro- 
teſtants are with them) then the Church may 
depoſe him. Nor have they been wanting to 
put this Principle into Practice, ſo often as they 


could find Occaſion: As their Attempts on 


Queen Elixabeth, by Piſtol, Dagger: On King 
"rag by Powder-Treaſon : On King Charles 
c. 
Nor bave we only Inſtances at Home, but 
abroad; the Murder of Henry IV. of France, 
and many others; but above all, the unparal- 


lel'd Murder of the Emperor, whom they poi- 
ſon'd with the Sacrament ; I call it anßparal- 


lel d, having never met with a Religion before, 


T bat awould poiſon their God to kill their E . W. 
| f 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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6. L is a Blind Religion. 


It leads Men out of the Way of Salvation; 
it hides the Danger of Damnation (to all who 
have not their Hearts throughly changed from 
the Love of Sin, to the Love of God and Ho- 


lineſs) from their Eyes; it covers the Pit (whoſe 


Deſcent is into that which is bottomleſs) with 
Spiders Webbs, and perſuades them it 1s firm 


Ground; it loaves them no Senſe nor Notice 
of many Sins, no Conſcience of the moſt, no 
Fear of any ; no, not of the worſt, ſuch as 


themſelves call deadly Crimes ; it gives as much 


Security to ſuch Wickedneſs, as a Heart that 


hath ſold itſelf to it need wiſh for : It keeps 
the Bible, the Law of the Lord, which good 
Men make à Light to their Feet, aud u Lontborn 


to their Paths, away from them; it will not 


ſuffer Men to believe their Senſes, or act their 
Reaſon, nor bottom their Faith upon the Scrip- 


tures. That, as that General firſt blinded the 


Men, then led them into the Enemies Quarters, 
ſo they do; and all the Anſwer you ſhall have 


from the common Sort among them, is this, 


7 hey believe as the Prieſt bids them; and if be 
deceives them, the Dewil take him. 

And as their Faith is, ſuch is their Devo- 
tion, the Matter of heir Prayer is locked up 
from them, and they as little concerned to 
know what becomes of them; ſure, if the 
Blind lead the Blind, they muſt both fall into the 
Ditch. 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, I ig a blaſphemous Religion. | 


In aſcribing the peculiar Excellencies of Di- 
vine Majeſty, and the Prerogatives of our Loxn 
Jzsvs ChRisr, to the bleſſed Virgin, and o- 
ther Creatures, and to their Popes, tho' divers | 
of them, as themſelves acknowledge, were 
Monſters and incarnate Devils. 

When one Phocas took the Emperor Maurice 
and his Family Priſoners, who was his lawful 
Sovereign, and having flain his Wife and Chil- 
dren before his Eyes, not ſparing the little In- 
nocents which hung at the Breaſt, did after 
wards cauſe his Maſter's Throat to be cut like- | 
wiſe; a Proceedure ſo black and barbarous, that | . 
Hiſtorians cannot mention it without Horror. 

et Pope Gregory congratulates this bloody 

Treaſon with abominable Blaſphemies, and be- 
gins his Addreſs to this Phocas in his 36th Epi- 
ſtle, with Gloria in Excel/is, the Song of the 

Angel at the Nativity of our Saviour, Glory be 
#0 God an high; and then proceeds, Let the Hea- | 
wens ſend forth Acclamations, the Earth leap for 

Foy, and let all the People be glad thereof. : 

The Fefuits frequently teach, That Jzsus E 

CHrIsT might have ſinned, might have been | 
ſubject unto Vices, might have fallen into Er- 
ror and Folly; and that it is no more repug- 
nant to him to err, or to ſpeak a Thing falſe in 
itſelf, by the Nature he hath afſumed, than to | 
be tormented and die in the ſame Nature; ſo 

Amicus, ſo Vaſquez, and many more of m—_ 
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No other Sort of Hereticks (not excepting 


Turk, Few, nor Pagan, no not thoſe of Galeute, 


who adore the Devil) did ever maintain by the 
Grounds of Religion, that it was lawful, or ra- 
ther meritorious (as the Romiſb Catholicks call 
it) to murder Princes or People, for the Quar 

rel of Religion; and altho' particular Men of 
all Profeſſions of Religion have been ſomeMur- 
derers, ſome Thieves, ſome Traitors, yet ever 


when they came to their End and juſt Puniſh- 


ment, they confeſſed their Fault to be in their 
Nature, and not in their Profeſſion. But theſe 
Perſons cleave to it at their Deaths. as zealouſly 


as if all they had been doing were the imme- 
diate Guidance of the bleſſed Spirit. Such is 


their Blaſphemy! 


— 
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the Proteſtant Church, to that of Rome. I con- 


ples; but that Vou, born and brought up in a 


* 
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his Son, in n being e to Po- 
PERY. 


WET 


a Letter laſt Week from your Uncle, 
J am, to my Grief, informed, that you 
. — lately fallen into the unhappy Acquain- 
tance of ſome Popiſb Emiſſaries, and are in dan- 
ger of being inveigled by them to revolt from 


feſs the News much ſurpriz'd me, and I cannot 
but eſteem it an eſſential Part of my Fatherly - 
Care to admoniſh and warn you, both of the 
Unreaſonableneſs, and Danger of ſuch a Change. 
I do not much admire, that thoſe that have 
been always converſant in Darkneſs, ſhould find 
their Eyes offended with the Light; which 
makes me extend very charitable Thoughts to 
poor Souls trained up in Papal. Ignorance, la- 
bouring under the almoſt invincible Prejudices _ 
of Corrupted Education, and Errontcous Princi- 


Goſpel Meridian, and (as I well hoped) under- 
ſtandingly grounded in the Proteſtant Doctrine, 
ſhould now ſtagger in thoſe important Truths, 
and be gull'd and cheated out of the Regen 
eale 
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ſealed with the Blood of your Martyr'd Anceſ- 

tors, and hazard your Soul by a Re/ap/e to that 

long ſince exploded Faction, and their fawi/o as 


well as ridiculous Super/titions, is Matter of no 
leſs Wonder than Trouble to me: The rather, 


for that I am ſatisfied your Circumſtances admit 


not of any Temptations of Profit or Honour to 


engage you to their Party; and without thoſe 


Allurements, I profeſs you are the Firſt that 
my Experience can remember in Danger of ſuch 
a ſhameful Apoſtacy. | 

I ſhall not ſwell this Paper with a particular - 
Examen of all the Romiſb Errors; that Taſk has 
been ſufficiently and unanſwerably performed 
by a great Number of our Learned Writers, to 
whom I refer you, and charge you to weigh 
their Arguments ſeriouſly, before you ſuffer 
your Judgment to be debauched to a contrary 


Perſuaſion; but becauſe I have ſome Hopes | 


your Duty and filial Reſpe& may oblige you to 
a more near and ſenſible Regard of what is ſaid 
(tho' briefly and weakly) by my ſelf, that (can 
. have no Deſign but the Good of your Soul) 

than to the abler Reaſonings of others more re- 
-. mote ; I ſhall offer ſome General Conſiderations, 
which, methinks, ſhould deter you from caſt- 


ing away your ſelf in their Communion. 


. Firſt then, I do affirm to you, that the Body 

of the Popiſb Religion, (fo far as it differs from 
the Proteftant) is compoſed (notwithſtanding all 
their Pretences to Antiquity) of ſtrange Doctrines, 
Invocations and Abuſes, never inſtituted by Chriſt, 
nor warrantable by Holy Scripture, nor known, 


nor practis'd in the Primitive Church, but in- 
x | 


—— 


f 
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neſs, or the Senſuality of the Inventors. 
2. That their Doctrines interfere with, and 
infringe the Greatneſs and Sovereignty of GOD, 


and tend to the diminiſhing the Honour and Ser- 


vice due to Him; witneſs their dividing Adora- 


tion betwixt Him and Images, Invocation betwixt 


Him and Saints, &c. Now, what groſs and hor- 


rible Sacrilege is this? What 3s it leſs than to 
diveit Him of his Royalty, and give his Glory to 
anotber??s?s? | 

3. Their Doctrines tend to the dethroning of 
Chriſt, the diſparaging his Performances, and 
leſſening the Glory and Praiſe belonging to him; 


witneſs their dividing their Sovereignty and Head- 


ſhip between Him and the Pope; Satisfaction be- 


twixt his Sufferings and their own Merits; and 


Interceſſion betwixt Him and Saints. 
4. Their Do&rines are againſt the Power of 
Godlineſs, and rob God of his prime Sacrifice, 


the Heart; Witneſs their Tenets, That the 


Opus Operatum is enough, their Prayers in an 
unknown Tongue, and their a//igning to God 
External uperficial Service, conſiſting in a Rab- 
ble of Empty Childiſh Rites, and Gaudy Ceremo- 
nes, thereby taking from Him the nobler Part 
of his Creature, without which the Service or 


Emacerations of the Body, how Splendid or Se- 


ere ſoever, are no more pleaſing to Him than 
the noiſome Evaporations of a putrid Carcaſe 
to us. . | | 

5. Their Doctrines tend not only thus to For- 


mality and Lukewarmneſs, but to open Prophane- 
| neſs 
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troduced at ſeveral Times in latter Ages, meer- 
Iy to ſerve the Pride and Vanity, the Covetouſ- 


39 
neſs and Dilute Living ; witneſs their Notion 


of Venial Sins, their Abſolutions, Indulgences, 


Diſpenſations, &c. It being obſervable, that 
the moſt Ignorant and Careleſs, or the moſt 
Wicked and Debauched, make up the greateſt 
Part of their Proſelytes; nor is it ſtrange, ſince 


falſe Principles, and bad Lives (like Ice and 
Water) mutually beget each other. 
” Their Doctrines are abſur d. 

. Witneſs their Fancy of the Pope's Inſallili- 


a Jig: You can ſcarce caſt your Eye on any Sto- 


ry where the Villany of Pates is not at large 


diſcovered. And who can believe that the 
pure Spirit of GOD ſhould endow with Ifal- 


libility of Judgment, Monſters ſo viſibly fl/>me 
and abominable ? We find that the Holy Ghoit 
did under the Law hate and forbid all Impuri- 
tees, though in mere outward Circumſtances ; 
how then ſhould he under the brighter Light of 
the Goſpel ſuffer himſelf to he: poured out of 
one unclean Veſſel into another; beginning 
again with a Corurer, where he left with a 
Sodomi te. 

2. Witneſs likewiſe their Prayers for the Dead: 
A Practice (if I may uſe fo light a Compariſon ) 
altogether as vain and impertinent, as that of 
Boaulers ſtrenuouſſy crying out, Rub or Fl, 
after they have delivered their Caft. 
3. Witneſs to their darling Whimſy of the Cor- 
poral Preſence, attended with a numerous Train 
of Contraditions and Incongruities : They ſay, 
It is a Sacrament (or Sign) and can it be at 
once e both the Sign and Thing ſignified ? If it be 
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Chriſt's Body really, how is it Sacramentally ? + 
If Sacramentally, how really and corporally ? 
They ſay, there is no real Preſence till the Prieſt 
repeats the Words; and if fo, then the Crea- 
ture (and oftentimes a ſad one) makes his 
Creator; and in receiving, the Creator is com- 
prehended by the Creature; Ab/urdities nothing 
fort of Blaſpbemy. When our Saviour inſti- 

ited the Supper, and ſaid, Take, eat, &c. 
Was the Bread and ine, both the Gizer and 
the Gin, the Body blefling, and the Body 
bleſt ? Did the ſame Body hold the ſame Body 
in its own Fingers? Was it eaten in Pieces by 
every one of the Diſciples; and yet then all 
⁊ohole without them all? Myſteries of Religion 
may be above, but never fo directly againſt Rea- 
fon; and ſeriouſly I admire any Man of Senſe 
can be a Papiſt, when the chief Demonſtration 
of his Religion muſt be his not underſtanding 
ik. | 

4. * Their Doctrines are dangerous to the 
«© Temporal Eftate, and juſt Rights of Princes; 
«« witneſs their Uſurpations over (not to ſay 
*© Aſaſſinations of) Kings, Diſpoſing of Crowns, 
Abſolving Subjects from their Allegiance, 
Sc.“ For, in ſhort, the whole Romiſh Hze- 
rarchy is ſo far from being ſuited within the 
Order of the Goſpel, that the main Deſign of 
their Popes, Cardinals, Feſuits, and Fryer; of 
many Sorts (eſteemed of the Religious Tribe) 
is but to advance themſelves above all that is 
called God, and to gratifie their baſe Luſts, in- 

ſtead of pleaſing Him. 8 
5 Vs | . 
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DirEcTIONs how you may keep your fof from | 
being a Papife. | 


Tvpy to have right Notions and due Ap 

prebenſions of the Matter, Import and 
chief Deſign of the Goſpel : Be not a Stran- 
ger to the Knowledge of God in Fe/zs mt 
and the Bleſſed Spirit. Acquaint yourſelf with 
the Myſtery of the Goſpel, as it lies in the 
Perſon, Nature, Offices, Life and Death of the 
LORD Redeemer. Let the Scriptures be your 
conſtant Counſellor ; without Knowledge the 
Heart cannot be good.; and a bad Heart is 
prepared to ſuck in bad Principles: Tis not 
for Nothing the Papiſts make Ignorance the Mo- 
ther of their Devotion; they that have truly 
learnt Chrift, and the Goſpel, will hardly be 
taught by Rome's School-Maſters. 

2. Study a ſound and thorough Converſion : 
I never yet knew any Man bleſt avi#h a broken 
and contrite Heart (that is a Heart broken for 
Sin, and a Heart broken off from Sin) that 
ever was taken with their Religion. 
f 3. Get a Faithful and tender Conſcience ; I ſay, 
- faithful, for then it will not be ſatisfied with 

' Droſs inſtead of Gold, with Paint inſtead of 
true and ſound Prety. A Faithful Conſcience 
will inform you, that God is a Spirit; and the 
more /þiritual we are in our Devotions, the more 
we pleaſe Him: That it is not a pompous, but a 
pure Worſhip that he is delighted in. And as 
to Expiation. of our Guilt, Nothing but the 
| D 3 Blood 


Elood of Chriſ can take away Sin: That it is 
not their blind Penances, Pilgrimages, Croſſings, 
Cringings, will anſwer the great End of our 
Redemption; but a Heart devoted to His Fear 
and Love, and a Mind fully ſet upon Him. 
4. Be well acquainted: with the Plague and 


Evil of your own Heart, the Nature of Origi- 
nal Sin, how it hath defiled and weakened all 


the Powers of the Soul. This will let you ſee 


the Neceſſity there is for the bleſſed Spirit to 


heal and help thoſe Spiritual Diftempers ; that 


 evithout Him you can do nothing; that it is He 


that works in you both ta will and to do.” 
5. Look upon Super/ftition as a Fruit of the 
Flat; and that Nothing is more gr. teful to 


Fleſh and Blood than Iaolatry and Formality ; 
they that know what Proneneſs there is in the. 


Nature of Man to a carnal, ſenſual; vain Re- 
ligion, will not think it ſtrange that the Papiſis 
have foiſted in ſo many fulſome 'Things into 
their Nonſbip, to comply with the carnal Hu- 
mours of Men. £ CN 


6. Be much in the Duty of Meri fcoriam, and 5 


that will acquaint you with the Way, Means 


and Manner of it; it is thro' the SPIRIT 


Believers come to mortify the Deeds of the 


Fleſh; at beſt the Pop3/h Penances can but pen 


up Sin, but the next Temptation will break the 


Hedge; Whereas the Bld S P IRIT lays his 


ſtrong Hand upon the irritating Power of in- 
dwelling Sin, and thereby ſubjects the Heart 


-unto Himſelf: He heals the Pollution of our 


Nature, renews us in the Spirit of our Minds, 
| : cleanſes 
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cleanſes our Affections, and thereby cauſes us, 
who formerly delighted in Fleſh-pleaſing Vani- 
ties, to delight ourſelves in Him, his Word, 
Will and Way, Oc. 

7. Know the Miſchief of Idolatry: The ſet- 
ting yourſelf againſt Heart-1dols will keep you 
from Idol-Worſhip. You know He tells us 


expreſly, I ill not give my Praiſe to graven 


Images. Remember how ſmartly the Fewws ſuf- 


 fer'd for this Sin, and yet had not ſuch a Spi- 


ritual Diſpenſation as we that are under the 
Goſpel : If it be ſo dangerous to ſhape Ideas of 


God in our Fancies and Imaginations, though 


never ſo much raiſed in our Invention, how 
dangerous muſt it be in a Place where ſuch 


Images are found in Wood or Cloth ? 


Laſtly, Allow yourſelf in no known Sin: 
Tis the Conſcience being made deceitful thro? 
ſuch deceitful Works, that makes People for- 


ward to cover themſelves with thoſe . wege 


of Popery. Whereas the Man that makes it 
his due Care, and Conſcience, to keep himſelf 
unſpotted from allowed Evil, is the likelieſt 
Man to ſave himſelf from ſuch an untoward 
Generation of Men, as would put ſuch a Voke 


on us, as neither wwe nor our Fathers were able 
t bear. 


Your careful Father, &c. 


Eleven 


24 Fm nnn 


—_ 
n 


fot org tre 
"3" b * 2 I n 


n — = 4; 


ee ER rms 2 


; EE: e BSE 


Eleven Conſiderations 
To be Believed and Practiſed 

In Order to 
, : EVERLASTING Harrix E88. 5 
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I. 


who made, preſerves and main- 
A tains me, without whom I can- 


. | govern'd at preſent, and Judged 
1 Hereafter : So that I am not at Liberty to do, 
ſpeak, or think what I will, but am bound to 
know, obey, love, worſhip, ſerve and glorify 
Him, who is my Chief End, and willing to 
be my Eternal Happineſs, n * 
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II. 
I BeL1tvs Man at firſt was made holy and 


happy, but by his Diſobedience to Gop be- 
came guilty and miſerable, and that When Sin 
"reigns in Men, it renders them odious to the 


Holineſs, and obnoxious to the Juſtice of Gop, 
and if I die in a State of Sin and — I am 
undone for ever. | 


III. | 
15 BELIEVE that God, out of Th infnite 


Mercy and free Grace, ſo loved the World, as 


to ſend his only begotten Son into it, that we 
might live through Him. 


. 


| I ne1.1Eve the Lonp Jesvs has died to re- 


deem and fave me from Sin and Hell, and has 


given his Word and Spirit, and Ordinances mn 


the carrying on the Work of Sanctification in 
my Soul, without which I muſt never ſee 
Gop's Face > with Comfort. | 


V. 
-I Betreve I muſt be born again, wt thar 


a real Change muſt paſs upon me, or I _ : 


never come to Heaven. 


—— 


VI. | | 
I BELIiEve I am now acting for Eternity, 
and that as I ſpend this ſhort Moment of Time 


here, ſo it will be with me for ever; for as I | 


naw ſow, I then ſhall reap. 


[82.1 
| VII. | 
I BELIEVE I have a Soul of an immortal 


Nature, of more Worth than Ten Thouſand 


Worlds, which is in great Danger of being loſt | 
thro' the Temptations of the Devil, the World 
and the Fleſh, which therefore 1 e to 


* and ſive, and pray a6 


VIII. 
Terrizvs I muſt die: That my Soul and 
Body will be parted ; and that my Body will 
return to Duft and Rottenneſs, and my Spirit 
to him that gave it: That the laſt Hour will 
come quickly; and that every Stroke of my 
Pulſe tells me my Days are numbered, and that 
I muſt ſhortly go to my long Home. 


IX. | | 
I BELIEVE, that after Death there will be a 
Judgment, where I muſt give an Account of 


all that I have done in the Body, and receive 


a Sentence from which there is no Appeal, and 
after which there will be no Alteration. 4 


| þ N 
T BELIEvE I ſhall be fixed in an eternal 


1 State of Happineſs or Miſery ; that I ſhall be 


either a Companion of Angels and holy Souls, 
in adoring, praiſing, and admiring God, or a 
Companion of Devik and damned Spirits in 
Torment and Deſpair. | 


* | | XI. 
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. I BELIEVE It ſhould be the great Care and | 
chief Buſineſs of my Life, to anſwer the End ill | 
for which I was made; to prepare for my - | 
| Death which is ſure, and may be near; and 
for that ſtrict impartial final Judgment, and {| 
for that awful, eternal, unchangeable State | 
| that will follow; and that it is my Part, Duty J|l[| 
and Intereſt, to live as they that truly believe | 
| what I hear profeſs to do. | | 
| | 
| | 


e 
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2 Parents and Maſters e 
7 Families. hs 


| T's Matter of the moſt melancholly Con- 
YM ſideration, to think how ſad an Account all 
| | will have to make to God, that have not ta- 
|| Ken; all poſſible Care, and uſed all proper 
Means for the Inſtruction, Converſion and 
Salvation of their Children and Servants: Vou 
{| little think of it, it's probable, but it's moſt 
true, that Gop will require their Blood at your 
1 - Hands, And better that Parent or Maſter had 
never had a Family, than that any Soul ſhould 
be ruin'd by his Neglect; nay they will be mi- 
| ſerable, Who do not all they can for their In- 
ſtruction, by Perſuaſion, Counſel and Advice, 
and that do not endea vour by Prayer, Reading 
and good Example, to convince them of the 
1 Worth and Danger of their Souls, the Reality 
WM of invifible Things, and their Nearneſs to 
| them. But how much more ſad will it be with 
= | © thoſe that are Tempters to Sin, who by their 
"I | - Scandals harden any in Sin, or tempt them to 
Pride or Luft, or fleſhly Pleaſures. or draw 
them to vain Company, and from Gop's Wor- 
ſhip, and deride Gop's Word, and Holineſs of 
| Life! if Gop ſhould, as it were, by a Mira- 
cle of free Grace, convert and fave ſuch 
Wretches, they can't perhaps convert and ſave 1 
E thoſe i 
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thoſe whom they have deceiv'd and drawn into 
Sin ; and what Thoughts ſuch will have if they 
come to Heaven, and know of Souls in Hell, 
whom they have ſent thither, we cannot tell: 


But if fuch die unconverted, the Preſence and 


'Torment of thoſe whom they have tempted 
will but increaſe their own. Ah! what a 
Meeting will ſuch Parents and careleſs Maſters 


have when they ſee thoſe whoſe Ruin they have 


occafion'd by Temptation or Neglect? To hear 
them crying out, curſed be the Day that I 
came into your Family, or was born to you, 
who have been ſo cruel to me, and never told 
me my Danger, or how to eſcape it, and now | 
I am undone for ever! O, that I had never 
known you! O, that I had never been born! 
How piercing, how uneaſy will ſuch Upbraid- 
ings be? | 
Let theſe Things ſtir up all, and eſpecially ' 
Believers, to labour to ſave Souls from the 
Power and Snares of the Evil one. Make haſte 
to help poor miſerable Souls before Death has 
cloſed their Eyes, or Sin hath hardened their 
Hearts. Do you love your Neighbours as 
yourſelves ? And will you ſuffer them to conti- 
nue in Ignorance, Worldlineſs, and Prophane- 
neſs, and do little or Nothing to ſave them? 
If you faw them fall down in a Swoon, you 
would help them; or if their Houſes were on 
Fire, you would readily afliſt them in quench- 


ing it: And do you believe a Hell, and not 


help Sinners? The Devil ſeeks Night and 
Day to devour Souls, and wilt you do nothing 


425 e 
to fave them? If you cannot do what yo. 
would, do what you can: Take it to be your 
Duty and Work, for which you muſt give an 
Account to Gop. Often aſk yourſelves. What 
have I done for Gow or Souls this Week or 


| © © Day? Begin at Home, and give there an Ex- 


ample of Holineſs, Meekneſs and Self-denial; 
and betray not the Souls of Children and Ser- 
voants with a few ſlight Words, but with Love 
and Diligence labour to make *em underſtand 
 Gov's Word, and the Things that may for- 
ward their Salvation ; catechiſe them, and help 
them to underſtand and apply it; keep em 
from all ill Company; render God's Service 
to them as honourable and pleaſant as it is ne- 


cCeſſary. Oh! conſider, Time is ſhort, Souls 
—_ 


are precious, Hell is dreadful, Heaven is joyful, 
The Devil and his Agents are buſy ; be not you 
idle when he has ſo many helping on his 
Work, and cheating Mankind of their Souls; 


and for your Encouragement, you may be aſ- 


ſur'd if you are ſincere it ſhall not be in vain. 
Condeſcend to the leaft and loweſt, doing all 
with Humility and ardent Love : Put 

Books into their Hands, and for ſuch as are 
not able to purchaſe, or have not Time to read 
large Treatifes, this and ſuch others, may be 
of good Service.. You would find the Advan- 
tage, if you made your Children and Servants 
read, and learn the Subſtance of what is herein 
contain'd: And in order to their further Edifi- 
cation, I beg of you for Gop and Cuaris'r's 
Sake, do all you can for their Salvation every 
Day. 3 Pray 


T 52] 
Pray confider that the Matters of your r Soul 


and Eternity, as they are of the greateſt Weight 
and Conſequence, fo they deſerve the greateſt 


Conſideration and Seriouſneſs. It i is a known 


Paſſage of Secretary Walſingham; I am ſe- 
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rious, and it's fit I ſhould be ſo, for all are 


ſo round abobt ane: 50m. is ſerious in ob- 


ſerving us, IEsuS ChRIST is ſerious in in- 


terceeding for us, the Holy Spirit is ſerious 
in ſtriving with us. The Truths of Gop 
are ſerious Truths, his Laws, Promiſes and 
Threatnings are all ſerious ; Angels are ſe- 
rious in their Miniſtrations for our Good, 
our Spiritual Enemies are ſerious in their At- 


tempts. againſt us, glorified Saints are ſerious 


.cc 
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damned Sinners cha but be ſerious under 
the Pourings out of Divine Wrath, and we 
ourſelves ſhall be ſerious when we n come to 
die; Which to do is ſerious Work. 


C 
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A Covenant with Gop. 
Neomprehenſible Being, who ſearchef? the 
Heart, -nhd.trieft the Reins of the Children of 
Men, thou knoweſt my Sincerity, and my 
Thoughts are all unveil'd to thee; I am ſur- 
rounded with thine Immenfity ; thou art a pre- 
ſent, tho? inviſible Witnefs of the folemn Af- 
fair T am now engaged in. I am now taking 
hold of thy Strength that I may make Peace with 
thee, and entering into Articles with the Al- 
mighty Gop: Thefe are the happy Days long 
ſince predicted, when one /hall ſay, I am the 
Lord's, and another fhall call himſelf by the 
Name of Ifrael, and another pull ſubſcribe with 
bis Hand to the Lord; and T*avill be their Gon, 
end they f#all be my Sons and my Daß bters, 
faith the Lord Jehovah. | | 
With the moſt thankfal Sincerity I take hold 
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thee as my Happineſs, my ſupreme Felicity 
and everlaſting Portion. I make no Article 
with thee for any thing beſides: Deny or give 
me what thou wilt, I will never repine while 


my principal Treaſure is ſecure. This is my 


deliberate, my free and fincere Determination; 


a Determination, which, by thy Grace, I will 
never retract. 7 


Oh! thou, by whoſe Power alone I ſhall be 


able to ſtand, Put thy Fear in my Heart, that I 
may never depart from thee : Let not the World, 
with all its Flatteries : nor Death, nor Hell, 
with all their Terrors force me to violate this 
facred Vow. Oh! let me never live to aban- 
don thee, nor draw the impious Breath that 
would deny thee. . 

And now let ſurrounding Angels witneſs for 
me, that I ſolemnly devote all the Powers and 
Faculties of my Soul to thy Service; and when 
I preſumptuouſly employ any of the Advanta- 
ges thou haſt given me, to thy Diſhonour, let 
them teſtify againſt me, and let my own Words 
condemn me. 


Thus have I ſubſcrib' to thy gracious Pro- 


poſals, and engaged myſelf to be the Lord's: 
And now let the Malice of Men, and the Rage 
of Devils, combine againſt me, I can defy all 
their Stratagems ; for GoD himſelf is become 
my Friend, Jeſus is my all-ſufficient Saviour, 


and the Spirit of Gop, I truſt, will be wy | 


O Hap» 


- SanRikier and my Comforter. 


ELIZABETH RowE. 
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O Happy Day ! 3 Moment! The 
brighteſt Period of my Life! Heaven with all 
its Light ſmiles on thee: What glorious Mor- 
tal can now excite my Envy? What Scene to 
tempt my Ambition could the whole Creation 
diſplay? Let Glory call me with her exalted 
Voice : let Pleaſure, with a ſofter Eloquence, 
allure me; the World in all its Splendour ap- 
pears but a Trifle, while the in nite Gop' is 
my Portion. He is mine by as ſure a Title as 
eternal Veracity can confer : The Right is un- 
queſtionable, the Conveyance unalterable. The 
Mountains ſhall be remov'd, and the Hills be 
diſſolv d, before the everlaſting Obligation ſhall 
be cancell'd. | a 


REM EM- 


3 appointed, that as long as the Sun or the Moon, 
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N e N. WERE wee an 


REMEMBER 


The Sabbath Day, 
T6 keep it Holy. 


Words? Or do you ſet him at Defi- 
ance ? Do you bid him, do his worſt ? 
Have a Care. You are not ſtronger than He. 

Let the Pothherd ſtri ue with the Potſherds of the 


FP vat you forgotten who ſpoke theſe 


Earth: But woe unto the Man that contendeth- 


abith his Maker! He fitteth on the Gircle of the 


Heawens : And the Trhabitants of the Earth are 


as Graſs hoppers before him! : 
Six Days ſhalt thou do all Manner of W 9 Y 


But the Seventh Day is the Sabbath of rhe Lord 
thy Gop. It is not thine, but Gop's Day. 
He claims it for his own. He always did claim 
it for his own, even from the Beginning of the 


World. In fix Days the Loxp made Heaven 
and Earth, and reſted the ſeventh Day. There- 
Fore the Loxp bleſſed the Sabbath Day, and hal- 
lowed it. He hallowed it; that is, he made it 
holy ; He reſerve it for his own Service. He 


the 


— 


1 
the 3 1 the Earth Would a the 


Children of Men ſhould ſpend this Day in the 
Worſhip of Him, who gave them Life and 
Breath and all Things. © 

Shall a Man then Sk Gon? And art Thou 
the Man? Conſider. Think what thou art 
doing. Is it not Gop. who giveth thee all 
thou haſt? Every Day thou liveſt, is it nat his 


Gift? And wilt thou give him none? Nay, 
wilt thou deny him what is his own alreadyſ: 


He will not, he cannot quit his Claim. This 
Day is Gop's. It was ſo from the Beginni 

It will be fo to the End of the World. Thi R 
be cannot give ,unto another. O render unto 
Gop the Thivgs that are Gop's: N ow: to . 


nlhilg if ut called #0 day. 


3 
For whoſe Sake does G3 iy Aas ou 


This Day? For is Sake, or Hr thine ? Doubt- 
leſs, not for his on. He needeth not thee, 
nor any Child of Man. Lobt unto the Ha- 


dens and fee, and behold the Clouds which are 
higher than thou. If thou ferneft, what = 
thou againft him? If thy Tranſpreffrons be mul- 


riplied, "what doſt thow unto him? Tf du tft 


righteous, what giveft thou him? Or what 12- 
cetveth he of thine Rani? For thy own Sake 


therefore 'Gop thy Maker doth this. Por thy 
own Sake, he ealleth thee to ſerve him. For 
thy own Sake, he demands a Part of thy Time 


to be reſtored to him that gave thee all. 
Acknowledge his Love. Learn, white thou 
art on Earth, to praiſe the King of Heaven. 


Spend this Day, as thou hopeſt to ſpend that 


Pay which ſhall never have an End. 


** * 
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- Jesus, Maſter, Have Mercy on me ! 


[ 58 ] 
The 1005 not on y hallowed the Sabbath 


Day, but he hath alſo 4% d it. So that you 
are an Enemy to yourſelf. You throw away 


your own Bleſſing, if you neglect to deep this 


Day holy. It is a Day of ſpecial Grace. The 
King of Heaven now ſits upon his Mercy- ſeat, | 


to beſtow Bleſſings on thoſe who obſerve it. 
If you love your own Soul, can you then for- 


bear laying hold on fo happy an Opportuni- 


- ts Awake, ariſe. Let Gop give thee his 
leſſing! Receive a Token of his Love! Cry 


to him that thou mayſt find the Riches of his 


Grace and Mercy in CHRIST JESUS] You do 


not know, how few more of theſe Days » 


Salvation you .may have. And how dreadfol 
would it be, to be called hence in the Abuſe 


of kis proffer d Mercy? © 
O what Mens ha Gov. rep for you, 
if you do not trample it under Foot! V hat 
Mercy hath he prepared for them that fear him, 
even before the Sons of Men! A Peace which 
the World cannot give: Joy, that no Man ta- 
taketh from you: Reſt from Doubt and Fear 
and Sorrow of Heart; and Love, the Begin- 
ning of Heaven. And are not theſe for you ? 


Are they not all purchaſed for you, by him 


Who loved you, and gave himſelf for you FOr 
you, a Sinner! You, a Rebel againſt Gop! 
You, who have ſo long crucified him afreſh ! 


Now, lool unto him <uhom you have pierced |! 
Now ſay, Los, it is enough. I have fought 
22ainſt thee long enough. I yield, I yield. 


On 


* 


. 
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On this Day, above all, cry aloud, and ſpare 


not, to the Gop <vho heareth Prayer. This 
is the Day he hath ſet apart for the Good 


of your Soul, both in this World and that 


wich is to come. Never more diſappoint the 
Dieſign of his Love, either by avorldly Buſineſs 


or idle Diverſions. Let not a little Thing keep 
you from the Houſe of Gov, either in the 
Forenoon or Afternoon, And ſpend as much 
s you can of the reſt of the Day, either in re- 
reating what you have heard, or in reading 
ie Scripture, or in Private or Secret Prayer, 
talking of the Things of Gop, Let his 
ve be ever before your Eyes. Let his Praiſe 
ever in your Mouth. You have lived many 


ars in F olly and Sin. Now, live one Day 


do the Lob. 

Do not aſk any more, Where is the Harm, 
after Church, I ſpend the Remainder of the 
ay in the Fields, or in a Publick-Houſe, or 
taking a little Diverſion?' You know * 
where is the Harm. Your own Heart now 
ells you ſo plain, that you can't but hear, It 
is a baſe miſpending of your Talent, and a 
-are-faced Contempt of Gop and his Authori- 


ty. You have heard of Gop's Judgments 


even upon Earth, againſt the Profaners of this 


Day. And yet theſe are but as Drops of that 
Storm of fery Indignation, which will at laſt 
Conſume his Adwverſarigs. | 


Glory be to Gop who hath now given you 


4, Senſe of this. You now know, this was al- 


ways deſigned for a Day of Bleſſing. May you 
never 
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never again by your Aulengſs or Profanenchs, 1. 
that Blefling into a Curſe! What Folly, BW 
Madneſs would that be? And in what Sc. | 
row and Anguiſh would it end? For, vet: x 
little while, and Death will cloſe up the !! 
of Grace and Mercy: And thoſe who de{piic 
them now, will have no more Sabbarhs, 
Sacraments, or Prayers for ever. Then how 
will they wiſh to recover that, which they no 

' fo idly caſt away? But all in vain. For they 

| will then nd no Place for Reporitance, tho" they 

ſhould ſeek it carefully with Tears. | 

| - O my Friend, Know the Privilege you enjoy 

| Now Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it Holy 

| Your Day of Life' and of Grace is far ſpent. 
The Night of Death is at hand. Make ba? 
to uſe the Time you have: Improve the le 
Hours of your Day. Now provide the Thins - 

aohich niake for your Peace, that you may ſtand” 
before the Face of Gop r ever. 
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